
Salary Survey  |  1National Association of Colleges and Employers  |  www.naceweb.org
National Association of Colleges and Employers  |  www.naceweb.org

SALARY  
SURVEYFALL 2015

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
FEATURING ACTUAL SALARIES FOR THE CLASS OF 2015

STARTING SALARIES FOR NEW COLLEGE GRADUATES • DATA REPORTED BY COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES



2  |  Salary Survey  National Association of Colleges and Employers  |  www.naceweb.org

About the Survey

The Fall 2015 Salary Survey report provides actual starting salaries (not  
projections) for the college Class of 2015. The figures reported are for base  
salaries only and do not include bonuses, commissions, fringe benefits, or overtime 
rates. This report provides the detailed salaries by academic major at the bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctorate degree levels, along with breakouts by geographic region  
for the bachelor’s degree level only. 

The data were collected from July 6, 2015, through August 24, 2015, and  
were provided by 60 colleges and universities nationwide that are participants  
in NACE’s national Class of 2015 First-Destination Survey. The data are preliminary 
salaries for Class of 2015 graduates in the date range July 1, 2014, through  
June 30, 2015. The final salary numbers for the Class of 2015 will be released  
in the Spring 2016 Salary Survey report in conjunction with the Class of 2015 
First-Destination Survey results.

Salary Survey (ISSN 1520-8648) is available to individuals holding membership in the National Association of Colleges  
and Employers; it is also available on a subscription basis. The Salary Survey report is published three times a year— 
Winter (projections for the current class), Spring (final actual salaries for the preceding year’s class), and Fall (preliminary 
actual data for the class that just graduated)—by the National Association of Colleges and Employers, 62 Highland Ave., 
Bethlehem, PA 18017-9085. For more information, see www.naceweb.org/salary-resources/index.aspx or contact  
NACE at 610.868.1421.
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At $50,651, the overall average salary for bachelor’s degree graduates fom the Class of 2015 is 5.2 percent higher  
than the final salary reported for the Class of 2014 in NACE’s Class of 2014 First-Destination Survey. 

While it is early in the salary-reporting cycle and this is the first look at salaries for the Class of 2015, the numbers  
generally are positive. 

Class of 2015 students who earned bachelor’s degrees in the computer science fields received the highest average  
starting salary at $65,849. Among the specific majors, computer and information science surpassed the others in terms  
of average starting salary as theirs soared to $71,562. Of all the reported computer science fields, specific computer 
science majors represented 80 percent of the reported starting salaries and averaged a noteworthy $65,004. 

Engineering graduates—the top overall earners for the Class of 2014—were also compensated well in 2015, earning  
starting salaries that averaged $61,819. Among the specific engineering fields, petroleum engineering graduates once  
again earned the highest average salary of $72,063, which is down significantly from their final overall average of  
$86,255 reported in 2014. Lower oil prices and reduced demand for these graduates may be causes of this decrease. 

Graduates earning degrees in business disciplines were also among the top-paid from the Class of 2015, earning an 
overall reported average of $49,536. Business administration/management had an average starting salary of $46,653. 
While this figure is slightly below the overall average for the business category, several other business disciplines had  
average starting salaries that exceeded the average, including accounting ($51,310), economics ($54,415), and  
finance ($53,143).

Although the liberal arts/general studies category had a high overall average salary of $50,116, the data at this early  
reporting time are quite limited. Only 264 salaries were reported here; there were more than 1,700 reported salaries for  
this category in the final report for the Class of 2014. Also, in this report, several high salaries are driving the average  
upward. Using the median salary of $45,000 for the group proves more accurate, as it is not as affected by the outliers  
and is more in line with the final average of $41,605 reported for Class of 2014 liberal arts graduates.

Social sciences graduates from the Class of 2015 averaged starting salaries of $39,931, although there were also  
limited data reported by individual fields. Political science/government majors earned starting salaries above the overall 
average of $40,908. Meanwhile, on the lower end of the scale, sociology majors had an average of just $34,441. 

Although there were about half as many salaries reported for history, English, and psychology majors in this report, the  
averages appear to be consistent with last year’s ending Class of 2014 average salaries. This year’s history graduates  
averaged salaries of $37,957 compared to the final 2014 average of $37,557. And, English majors earned average 
salaries of $34,702 in 2015, compared to $33,574 last year. For 2015 graduates earning psychology degrees, the 
average starting salary reported was $35,108, up from last year’s closing average of $33,210.

Class of 2015 graduates who earned degrees in the visual and performing arts had an overall average starting salary  
of $36,041. This figure resembles the final average starting salary of $36,222 reported for Class of 2014 graduates in  
these fields. While the final report for the Class of 2014 contained almost 1,000 reported salaries for visual and performing 
arts majors, data on the specific fields were also much more limited with a total of just 211 salaries reported here. Data on  
the specific majors in this group will be examined more closely in the Spring 2016 Salary Survey report, which will be 
published next April/May. 

The Winter 2016 Salary Survey report will be published in January and will provide salary projections from NACE  
employers for the Class of 2016. In addition, the initial hiring projections for the Class of 2016 will be published this  
November in the NACE Job Outlook 2016 Survey.

Executive Summary
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Broad Category # of  
Salaries Mean 25th  

Percentile Median 75th  
Percentile

Agriculture 275 $42,688 $35,000 $44,000 $50,750

Natural Resources 89 $35,715 $27,000 $33,000 $44,000

Architecture and Related Services 65 $39,015 $30,500 $40,000 $44,436

Area, Ethnic, Cultural, Gender and Group Studies 17 $33,296 $27,500 $30,000 $36,000

Communication, Journalism, and Related Programs 498 $36,650 $29,860 $35,000 $40,945

Computer and Information Sciences  
and Support Services

705 $65,849 $54,000 $65,000 $73,000

Education 513 $37,241 $32,000 $36,000 $42,250

Engineering 3,880 $61,819 $55,000 $62,000 $67,000

Engineering Technologies 183 $58,834 $50,000 $57,345 $65,000

Foreign Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics 58 $37,883 $28,000 $38,000 $45,000

Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences 122 $36,510 $27,500 $35,000 $45,000

English Language and Literature/Letters 149 $34,702 $24,000 $35,000 $40,600

Liberal Arts and Sciences, General Studies  
and Humanities

264 $50,116 $35,000 $45,000 $65,000

Biological and Biomedical Sciences 265 $35,823 $26,489 $34,024 $40,000

Mathematics and Statistics 200 $54,485 $38,000 $55,975 $66,740

Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies 121 $40,763 $27,560 $40,000 $50,000

Parks, Recreation, Leisure, and Fitness Studies 98 $33,257 $26,000 $31,433 $38,100

Philosophy and Religious Studies 43 $44,908 $28,725 $35,000 $52,500

Physical Sciences 126 $46,240 $35,000 $41,375 $57,500

Psychology 334 $35,108 $27,500 $32,750 $40,000

Homeland Security, Law Enforcement,  
Firefighting and Related Protective Services

61 $34,587 $26,667 $28,600 $38,182

Public Administration and Social Service Professions 55 $37,346 $30,000 $34,500 $42,000

Social Sciences 458 $39,931 $30,088 $37,499 $48,000

Transportation and Materials Moving 25 $31,851 $24,000 $27,560 $33,000

Visual and Performing Arts 211 $36,041 $27,750 $35,000 $42,250

Health Professions and Related Programs 462 $43,173 $32,500 $43,000 $50,410

Business, Management, Marketing,  
and Related Support Services 4,922 $49,536 $40,000 $50,000 $56,762

History 76 $37,957 $31,000 $40,000 $44,500

Average Salaries by Discipline | Bachelor’s Degrees 
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